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THE PROCESS OF PRICE CONVERGENCE IN SELECTED EU COUNTRIES
PROCES CENOVE KONVERGENCE VE VYBRANYCH ZEMICH EU
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Abstract

The market of the EU countries represents a very specific mechanism for the working of competitive forces.
Outwardly it is partially isolated from the effects of the world market by the Common Agricultural Policy and
the Common Commercial Policy of the EU, but as a consequence of the free movement of goods, capital,
persons and services on the Common Market of the EU countries, there is tough competition among its
individual members. This article is dedicated to the processes of price convergence, with an emphasis on
development within Central Europe. Analysis aimed at studying the development of price convergence within
a few groups of countries in the Central European region has shown that membership in the EU has without any
doubt a positive influence on the process of price convergence in individual countries. There exists nonetheless
a certain degree of differences between the countries, depending especially on the country’s geographical
location (the southern, central and northern/Scandinavian parts of the EU) and also depending on the length of
time of the participation of individual countries in the concept of the EU Common Market countries.
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Abstrakt

Trh zemi EU pfedstavuje velmi specificky mechanismus ptisobeni konkurencnich sil. Navenek je castecné
izolovan od ptisobeni svétového trhu Spolecnou zemédélskou a Spoleénou obchodni politikou zemi EU, avsak
v dtsledku volného pohybu zbozi, kapitalu, osob a sluzeb na Jednotném trhu zemi EU panuje tvrdy konkurencni
boj mezi jeho jednotlivymi Clenskymi subjekty. Zpracovany ¢lanek je vénovan procesim konvergence cen
s diirazem na vyvoj v ramci stfedni Evropy. Cilem je analyzovat vyvoj cen na agrarnim trhu v ptipadé zemi,
které pfistoupily v minulych letech do EU a to za ucelem identifikace trendii smétujicich a podporujicich proces
cenové konvergence vzemich EU a zejména pak v novych clenskych zemich EU. Analyza zaméfena na
zkoumani vyvoje sblizovani cen v ramci nékolika skupin zemi regionu sttedni Evropy ukazala, ze ¢lenstvi v EU
ma bezesporu pozitivni vliv na proces sblizovani cen v jednotlivych zemich. Nicméné uréita mira diference
mezi zem&mi existuje a to zejména v zavislosti na geografické lokaci zemé (jizni Cast, centralni ¢ast a severni
(skandinavska) cast EU) a dale v zavislosti na casové délce participace jednotlivych zemi na koncepci
Jednotného trhu zemi EU.
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